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Se ... Very well then. Let us imagine a universal automaton A, which is capable of simulating any other automaton.Ap. A is a black box fed with an

; fi endless strip of paper; this band is the outer world of the machine. It is divided

iA into fields, each single one of which is either blank or marked. We now imagine

i that A patiently reads one field after another, moving the strip one field forward or

backward, and/or writes a mark and/or erases a mark, and we name this apparatus,

Elicclam MANY)COLear OGATA 01018

. Furthermore we may state that every special automaton, whether calculating

satellite orbits, writing mazurkas, or producing other automatons, is merely a state

An of A. This holds even for the case that An is twice as large or many times as

complicated as A... :

... Werealise that it is impossible to predict fully what solutions the automaton can

or cannot provide. In every closed and sufficiently extensive system there are

indeterminable propositions. It may sound funny, but the fact is that the proof can

only be supplied by the proof. In addition, we must establish that the universal

automatonis infinitely indolent, and that it has never been constructed.

... In regard to the Turing machine, however, we propose an experiment. Oneof

us, let us call him B, takes up contact with it (by means of a date processing

machineorteletype). C, a censor, is to supervise the dialogue. A simulates a

humanbeing, and so does B; and now C must decide which of the twois the

human being and which the machine. Let us call this experiment a Turing

FZ]anMar=1121S210

... Whenever the machine betrays itself (either by making or, on the

contrary, by not making, a mistake), it improvesits programme.It learns

and learns. This raises the question as to when the match will end. We do

not answerthis question, but we do maintain that the gamecanlast for

a very long time andthat it has never beenplayed...

HANS MAGNUS ENZENSBERGER 1975

  

    

  

              

  

 

 

a i
) cs Bo

}

 | was just a broken head

| stole the world that others punctured

Now | stumble through the garbage

Slide and tumble,slide and stumble

IBye¥elara KOLLAMOLASLNL216

Slide and tumble,slide and stumble

Back andforth and backto nothing

Keep them tidy, keep them humble.

Chop and change to cut the corners
SeekNCCIACA)

Stranded on a world that’s dying

; a Never moving, hardly trying.

‘It followed meright to the edge of town. PAs : Ri, A it

Ly Something we can't grasp, AS iN iS Pe | was just a broken head

Bi STOTTLUMNOGLUATCCIALOR To) v ae | stole the world that others plundered

; Something that drives us mad. ea Now | stumble LUC the garbage

ariaecoMomea RO Slide and tumble,slide and stumble.
i GEORG BUCHNER 1837 é BRIAN ENO 1978
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: f i ‘1 do not believe in time.’ Vladimir Nabakov    
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A God took manas a creatureof indeterminate nature, and,
if assigning him placein the middle ofthe world,

Hi addressed him thus:‘Neither a fixed body nor a form that

; is peculiar to thyself have we given thee, Adam;to the end

fi that accordingto thy longing and according to thy

a PereUOTE(2SSirReeRVIEL:LeeLee

ft whatform, and what functionsthou shalt desire. The

nature ofall thingsis limited and constrained within the

PTCCKAEVEN accCe nyACMCTUMcliiccln-en yale)
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H the maker and moulderof thyself in whatever shape thou ReGIRS NR Kee

nN shalt prefer, thou shalt have the power to degenerateinto ae Din ey seAA,aKpie

Fj lower formsoflife, which are brutish. Thou shalt have the SmitaideSe GNU

a power, out ofthis soul and judgement, to be reborn into omreNS Hl als 2
; the higher forms, whicharedivine.’
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