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Istand of dreams
The Kneehigh Theatre Companyof Cornwall was asked by the Birgu City Council, St James

Cavalier and the British Council to make a piece of spectacular theatre with the people of

the city of Birgu. Island of Dreamsis the result of a lot of people’s hard work. We hope you

Clal(e\v al

The Natrator at the Square
Oncethere wasa city. Not this city, but a city very much like this, where narrow alleys ended

in a harbour and streets had nameslike Infinity, and street corners were namedafter the

winds.A city surrounded by water, and in the water, warships grey as thunder,linerstall as

clouds, cargo boats bleeding stormsof rustinto the purple sea and, dancing amongst them,

flocks of daghjsas, fast and colourful, like sea-swallows.

Thecity itself was anchored by memory. Memory clungto thecity, like barnacles. Memory

wasthe mortar that held the stones, and the people, together.

The people were fond oftelling stories. The stories reminded them of who they were. They

liked to celebrate their heroes. They erected statues outof stone,for stone is the very mat-

ter out of which memory is shaped. Each year, at the appointed time, they would meetin the

City Square to remember, and celebrate their past.

Listen, listen carefully, for you may learn muchout of these stories. Stories of heroism big

and small, of friendship and belonging. Listen carefully, forit is the stories that form the

bondsthat hold us together, and we need these bonds now morethanever, as the winds of

change are blowing throughthecity. Notthis city, but a city very muchlike this.

WELLS
With manythanksto Polidano Brothers Ltd and JB Stores, Silvar Constructions andall the

people of Birgu and elsewherein Malta, abseilers, people who helped with music, acting,

hospitality, boats, materials, photographs, The Animal Refugefor loan of balcony, memories,

laughter and making this project possible. Thanks to Chris Gatt and Mario Schiavone from

St James Cavalier. There are too many namestolist here, but you know who you are. We

will not forget you. Special thanks to Mayor John Boxall and Deputy Mayor Emmanuele

Attard for keeping the faith and making us feel at home. Very special thanks to Paul and

Liliana.  
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Gzira tal-holm

In-Kneehigh Theatre Companyta' Cornwall gew mistiedna Malta mill-Fondazzjoni Centru

ghall-Kreattivita b'asso¢jazzjoni mal-Kunsill Lokali tal-Birgu u I-British Council biex joholqu

spettakluli jinvolvi |-komunita. ‘Island of Dreams’ huwafrott ta' xhur shah ta' xogholintensiv

bejn setturi differenti tal-Komunita. Nittamawli I-ispettaklu joghgobkom.

ir-Rakkontatur til-Pjazza
Darba kien hemmbelt. Mhuxdinil-belt imma wahdali tixbaghha hafna, fejn sqaqien dojoq

jispiccaw fil-port u t-torog kellhom ismijiet bhal ‘Bla Tmiem’u I-kantunieri kienu msemmijija ]

ghall-irjieh. Belt imdawwrabl-ilma fl-ilma kien hemm bastimenti tal-gwerra skuri daqsis-

sema mifqugh bix-xita, vapuritat-turisti jilhqu s-shab, vapurital-garr inixxu dmija tas-sadid

f'baharviola,u jizfnu f’nofshom qtajja ta’ daghaijes, hfief u kkuluriti bhal huttafa fuq il-bahar.

l-belt innifisha kienet ankrata bit-tifkiriet. It-tifkiriet iggranfaw madil-belt bhall-koccli. It-tifkiri-

et kienut-tajn li zamm il-gebel u n-nies flimkien.

In-nies kienu jhobbujirrakkuntaw I-istejjer. L-istejjer kienu jfakkruhom f’ min kienu. Kienu

joghxewifakkru |-eroj. Bnewlhom statwi mill-gebel ghax mill-gebel kienu wkoll imsawwrat-

tifkiriet taghhom. Kull sena,fil-hin miftiehem, kienujiltaqghufil-pjazza biex jiftakru u ji¢cele-

braw |-imghoddi.

Isimghu,isimghu sew, ghandkom hafnax’ titghallmu minn dawnl-istejjer. Stejjer ta’ eroj

kbar u zghar,ta’ hbiberiji u ghaqda. Isimghu sew ghax huma dawnI-istejjer li jghaqqduna

_flimkien, u issa ghandna bzonnhom aktar minn gatt qabel ghaxI-irjiehat tal-bidla qed jonfhu

fil-belt. Mhux din il-belt, imma wahdali tixbaghha hafna.

Grazzi |
Nixtiequ nirringrazzjaw lil Polidano Brothers Ltd u JB Stores, Silvar Constructions lin-nies

kollha tal-Birgu u postijiet ohra f’ Malta, abseilers, nies li ghenu bil-muzika, rectar, ospitalita,

dghajjes, materjal iehor,ritratti, The Animal Refuge ghall-uzu tal-gallarija, memorji, dahku {

biex ghamlu danil-progett possibli. Grazzilil Chris Gatt u lil Mario Schiavone mill- Kavallier .

San Gakbu. Hemm wisq ismijiet biex insemmuhom kollha, imma intom tafu min intom. Mhux

se ninsewkom.Nixtiequ nirringrazzjaw specjalmentlis-Sindku John Boxallu lill-Vici Sindku

Emmanuele Attard talli emmnufina u ghenuna nhossunaparti minnkom. Grazzi wkoll lil

ORO meee — |
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1 TT et Project Director

David Kemp Imagineer, Costume, Sculptor, Artistic Co-director

; Nicola Rosewarne Assistant Director, Choreographer, Actor, Musician

i TTTry ; Musical Director

Hl WotTCE CTs) WLeaoe

I Ta ee) Actor, Comedienne, Musician

| irBal Maker, Production Manager, Actor, Stuntman

i Sue Hill Actor, Maker, Musician, Costume.
i

HURTUUCae PUTT
| Paul Portelli Actor, Maker, Liaison, Assistant Director

| Victor De Bono reel

j aye)MaesE) rele)

} Ray Mamo Actor

| WereRUTTUT) Ye(olg
||
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| TT relaCU XooleteAMOR

: Antonnella Axisa, Nathalie Borg, Coryse Borg, Anna Formosa, Sue Rathgeber

Serraacer
| Ruth Abela, Charlie Abela, David Agius, Andrew Alamango, Jesmond Azzopardi, Effie Azzopardi de Lello,

; Paul Borg, Carlos Borg, Adrian Brincat, Dominic Darmanin, Alan Gatt, Adrian Mamo, Joseph Muscatand the

Mystery Snare Drummer.
|

|

Kurt Caligari, Damien Abela, Felician Lanzon, Alister Bonnici, Kurt Bajada

| From the 1st Cospicua Scout Group

From the City of Birgu
Emmanuele Attard Research, memory work,liaison, translator, our manin Birgu,

Ploim =r)ci Mayorextraordinaire

Victoria Butters Research, memory work, photographs, schools, chorus work.

Martin Butters & Felix Busuttil feoFe1)

NormanCilia La Corte Loan of4x 4

Maria Farrugia, Miriam Grech, Melvin Degiorgio, Lorraine Degiorgio, Mary Barbara, Gertrude Cilia

| and Children from Birgu OemeLs

| Lawrence Avellino Supplies, chorus work

Eros ereae)

The Birgu Canary

Alertyeeral’ eeeocile)

Dec Technical assistance

Anton Gellel and family Accomodation and transport

BUMeemememelcela

PEELmer

Cafe du Brazil, Labour Club

St Lawrence’s Band Club

The Old City Pub Food and drink

Joe Micallef- Vittoriosa Male Catholic Action Flag Pole

Canon Stefan Buontempo Archpriest

| Mr. AndrewVella of Silvar Construction Loan of JCB

| Kumitat Festi Esterni San Lawrenz  


