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The many stories that we now know as The Arabian Nights came
together gradually, passed from mouth to ear through 1000 years of
telling from all over the ancient world; from Persia, China, India and
Africa. And so we have chosen to play our narrative, not in the
traditional Arabian setting of turbans, minarets and harem trousers,
but in a busy port, which could be Pondicherry, Port au Prince or
Porthleven. This is a place where many cultures overlap, where stories
are traded alongside spices, metal, silk, salt and seeds. A place where
new songs are sung, where people call on many different gods, a place
where curiosity is constantly provoked.

Where better could a woman seek 100] stories that could save her
life?

- Director

The Arabian Nights stories engaged my imagination a long time ago
along with the vast cargo of fairy tales, films, fables and adventure
stories | discovered in the docklands of my childhood. The stories
came to me in pantomime, picture books and the Sabu in the Thief of
Baghdad film, and became entangled in my mind with comic book
heroes, the Little Tin Soldier, Treasure Island and Jason and the
Argonauts.

The tales were shoved to the back of my mind for a while but began
to re-emerge when | started writing for theatre - and they became
entangled with a different set of marvels from the stories of Marquez,
Angela Carter and Bruno Schulz to the paintings of Breughel and Paula
Rego.

The spice and tang of these stories is so vivid that when | was adapting
them for Kneehigh, | found myself assuming the voices of the Sultan,
the sailor and the singing fish. As | banged away at the typewriter, | sat
booming like a jinni, and my friends in the other room came in to listen
to these marvellous tales. | found myself telling these stories to an
audience of children in their thirties, all of whom promptly went out
and bought the book themselves. There's just something about them -
ordinary people caught up, not just in the struggle to earn a crust, but
having to deal with murderous kings and jinnies, big as galleons to
boot!

For all their exotic flavour, the folk in these tales are as recognisable
as the people who thronged the very streets of my childhood, where
| first began to hear them - fishmongers and cobblers, sailors and dock
workers, tricksters and thieves. These stories that have travelled
through time from Persia, India and Arabia have been twisted and
transformed with each telling, and it is only in recent times that they
were actually written down. In the same way as someone on our
street corner or in our corner shop will exaggerate and shape a tale
to make it more exciting or more scary, how many tongues through
all those years have twisted and tweaked and made these tales their
own adventures, their own tall stories!?

Whoever first made these tales up, what would they think if they knew
that people were still telling them now? And now it is our turn. Telling
these stories with Kneehigh and seeing them brought to life by the
company has made them

more vivid than ever...

- Writer

To be truly universal you must be truly local - Miro

Kneehigh is an international company firmly rooted in Cornwall which
has existed, against all the odds, since 1980.

We are a core company of actors, directors, writers, musicians,
dancers, artists, sculptors, costumiers, administrators, technicians,
teachers and engineers. Living far from the metropolis and creating
quality theatre in a harsh economic climate requires a wide range of
skills, flexibility and native cunning... Ve live by our wits.

If you can’t farm - fish, if you can't fish - dig - Nick Darke
Kneehigh came about via a healthy need for drama provision in
schools. Our starting point has always been to create worlds and to
bring stories vividly to life. In the 80's we explored theatrical form,
broke conventions and sparked imaginations in a spirit of anarchy. Our
logo was a pair of legs with knobbly knees and a catapult dangling from
a pocket. The logo has long since gone but our aspirations remain. In
the early years our shows quickly spread from schools into local
communities where we played to those who were kneehigh to a
grasshopper, their grandparents and all those in between. This
audience rapidly multiplied.

There are no large or flexible theatres in Cornwall (shortly to change
via Lottery funding for the Hall For Cornwall), but there are many
wonderful places to inspire an audience. We have always performed
on clifftops, in preaching pits and castles, in quarries, woods and
industrial ruins, amongst gunpowder works and arsenic wastes, by the
sea, in the sea, under the sea, up trees and down holes.

The outdoor stories often demand a very physical, expressive form of
storytelling, where words carry colour and texture rather than
narrative. Performers have to train very physically, most scenes evolve
and are rehearsed like dance pieces, soundscapes are built using chant,
song, percussion and nursery rhyme. Fire too can be used narratively.

Throughout any given year ... at home and abroad ... we produce large
scale outdoor and indoor tours, small scale village hall tours, land and
seascape site specific theatre, community events and training
programmes. We devise and co-produce, we commission and
interpret new writing.

Kneehigh remains a core company, there are founder members
alongside new members in Arabian Nights. We look to
entertain, inspire and provoke into the next century.

A MEMBER 0

- Co-Artistic Director and Founder of
Kneehigh Theatre.

We have moved offices to: 14 Walsingham Place, Truro TR 2RP.

Tel: 01872 2233159/271766. Fax: 01872 260487 loads more space and
hopefully less engaged phone lines.

The Sports and Arts Foundation has funded us with a new minibus for
touring and community work. We are also pursuing the Lottery for
feasibility money towards an innovative touring structure and a
company production base as well as an Arts for Everyone application
for a three year theatre project with The Hall for Cornwall.
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Having fallen into performance by
chance Siddiqua continues to fall into bits of theatre and
bogs of TV and even a film once. The Fisherwoman is her
introduction into assertive womanhood as she usually plays
abused housewives and mothers. She used to be in a band;
the Deathbangparty, a pop groupy version of the Baader-
Meinhof gang and thinks that being a stand-up comic is the
answer to all her problems except the mathematical ones.

Stu Barker . Studied fine art at Goldsmiths College before )
moving to live in Bristol. Stu has been musical director for {
Horse and Bamboo Theatre, worked for Pentabus, Contact ; }*{5
Theatre, Beavers Arts and Theatre Omnibus. Two years ago (¥ =
he composed the music for Beyond Grief, for Sky TV, and "N
more recently has been involved in Anorakavak, a film/music
improvisation group at Club Rombus in Bristol. This is his

third Kneehigh summer tour.

Jim Carey . After studying at the Glasgow School of Art
Jim said goodbye to his family and journeyed far and wide,
learning the craft of the troubadour. Met the weird and
wonderful Dave Mynne on a Greek island and together they
plinked and plonked their way to Cornwall. For over fifteen
years he continued to experiment with different ways of
telling stories and making music with Kneehigh Theatre.
Musical director, musician, performer, composer, teacher
and father.

Sue Hill . Has made a zoo of strange and curious beasts:
cloth leopards, flying horses, skeletons, giant glowing fish,
carnival dogs, bookworms, a grassy knoll that turned into a
pink pig, fiery bulls and a fat Duchess. These fabulous
creatures pranced on stages and streets for Welfare State
International, Emergency Exit Arts, The Kosh, Walk The
Plank and the Young Vic. Sometimes the beasts leave her in
peace and then she works for Kneehigh.

Dave Mynne . The oldest surviving member of Kneehigh
will be fifty in 1999. Many things have happened during this
time, including ... cycling the coast of India, making stained

Europe and doing quite a lot of stuff for Kneehigh in

¥

i glass for Arab princes, becoming a grandad, busking around
E

£ 3 between. He has broken three ribs, one foot, one ankle all

4 in the name of art. Now lives in the far west of Cornwall
with the best cook in the whole world.

Marl Pearce . Has just returned to Pendeen, after living in
Paris for the past two and a half years. He has just graduated
from the Ecole Internationale du Theatre, Jacques Lecoq.
Since coming back to Mother’s, he has been holding training
workshops working with actors. He is passionate about
making dynamic new theatre and raising the awareness and
need for theatre within the community.

i Nicola Rosewarne - Born in Kent, raised in Wales, now

lives in Devon. Nix trained at Dartington College of Arts
and joined Kneehigh in 1989. She has since played
princesses, trolls, magical dogs, mothers, lovers and the
devil's bride. She moonlights as a choreographer, a lecturer
and mother to a two year old son.

Steve Jacobs . Recent Kneehigh adventures include the
Mayor in Windfall and Thingamebob in Ghost Nets - managing
to stay afloat on an empty barrel bobbing down the Red River.
Before returning to Cornwall, Steve was bobbing about in the
mainstream including tours to New York, Europe and Brazil -
performing in the favelas on the outskirts of Rio being a
highlight. Plays guitar, charanga, bodran and washboard. His
daughter, Georgia, keeps his feet firmly on the beach.

Costume drawings by Sue Hill.

Simon Edwards - Simon started performing professionally in 1979. He
trained at the Hub Theatre School in Cornwall and Jacques Lecogq
International Theatre School in Paris and has acted, taught and directed
throughout the UK, Europe and the USA. His previous productions with
Kneehigh include Don Quixote, Tregeagle and Figgie Hobbin. His directing
debut with the company was Telling Tales which will be touring again next
winter.

Emily Gray - Emily grew up in the Thames Valley but imagined her home was
in Cornwall. She studied world religions at Cambridge University and
directing at Central School London. She travelled, directed ltalian opera
(Newbury), glittering musicals (West Yorkshire Playhouse), new plays
(London, Riverside), devised stories (Manchester), and is now a trainee
director at Nottingham Playhouse where she assisted Bill Mitchell on
Desperadoes (Roundabout) and rehearsed in Cornwall, where her family had
just moved thus completing the circle of her childhood dreams.

Giles King - Left Dartington College of Arts in 1987 and since then has
performed in a plethora of Kneehigh shows: from Lager Louts to Red Faced
Rodneys, from Sausage Guzzling Kings to Hair Brained Queens! This summer
he takes time out to build houses and have babies, and so picks up the
conductor’s baton for the first time and waves it energetically at the Kneehigh
Theatre band.

Bill Mitchell - Bill is Co-Artistic Director of Kneehigh Theatre. He has a
reputation in Nottingham for producing striking new tellings of old tales. Bill
has been based in Cornwall since 1988 and has originated many summer
productions for Kneehigh including Peer Gynt, Ship of Fools, Windfall,
Ravenheart and The Lost Stories of Don Quixote. He is delighted at the
opportunity to bring Nottingham Playhouse and Kneehigh together for The
Arabian Nights.

Jeff Young - Travelled far and wide to distant lands, living in Spain, Germany
and Holland working as dishwasher, barman, market trader, book seller and
pediar of dodgy antiques before going home to Liverpool to write lots of
stories about people who travel to far and distant lands. He has told such
stories in derelict buildings, drained docks, disused power stations, puppet
booths, theatres and radios, working for many companies including Northern
Stage, Liverpool Unity, Bristol Old Vic, Liverpool Everyman and Radio Four,
discovering the extraordinary in the everyday, collecting the chatter of
peoples tongues and the poetry of places ...

Sean Donohoe - Sean’s theatrical career began at the age of three, dancing
on the stage of the Orpington Civic Centre. From there he has moved
through 360 degrees to the back stage area where he now works as
costumier and maker. Longing to be a child again, he entered the world of
Kneehigh five years ago to explore fairgrounds, magical kingdoms, circuses,
carnivals, enchanted gardens and castles in the mist. He still wants more!

Allan Dralke - One of the founder members of Kneehigh Theatre - leaving
behind a highly costly career in rock and roll - has toured as a performer &
musician, technician and stage manager to every kind of venue from hall to
hole in the ground, throughout Britain and Europe for the past seventeen
years. En route, Allan has collected production and stage management credits
from various festivals and touring companies including WOMAD and Trestle
Theatre.

The Arabian Nights Tour

May 28 - 30 Tavistock, Bedford Hotel Gardens 01822 617244
June 2 - 6 Porthcurno, The Minack 01736 810181
[0 and || Beaford Centre Gardens 01805 624624
12 - 14 Sidmouth, Connaught Gardens 01392 421111
|7 and |18 Helston, Trelowarren 01326 221661
20 and 21 Frome, Ecos Amphitheatre 01373 465949
24 - 27 Liskeard, Sterts Centre 01579 362382
28 Bodmin, Priory Park 01208 76616
July 4 Amsterdam, Vondelpark

5 Sliedrecht Festival

7 Julianadorp, Karavaan all booking details
8 Dilmen, Marktplatz +31 33 4652660
10 Leiden - Lakenfeesten

I Culemborg Festival

I15-17 Dorchester, Maumbury Rings 01305 266926
I8 and 19 Purbeck, Kimmeridge Bay 01305 269512
22 - 26 Mevagissey, Heligan Gardens 01726 68532

29 - 2 August Feock, Trelissick Gardens 01872 262466




As THE communications company, BT takes a keen interest in communication in all its forms,
whether it be a highly professional theatre company such as Kneehigh or a technologically
advanced optical fibre cable between the Westcountry and North America.

Qur three year sponsorship of Kneehigh, now in its second year, is just part of an extensive
Community programme, which is helping a wide variety of worthy causes in Devon and Cornwall.
We are delighted that our support has assisted this vibrant and innovative theatre group to visit
so many communities with its critically acclaimed productions.

BT is determined to make a major contribution to the health of the South West. In the past 12
years, we have invested over £200 million on major capital projects in Devon and Cornwall. More
than 100,000 miles of optical fibre have been installed and by the end of March 1998 all of the
266 telephone exchanges in the two counties will be digital.

The pioneering work of our research and developmental laboratories, employing over 3,500
people and the largest of their kind in Europe, has been recognised with six Queen’s Awards for
Technological Achievement.

In Kneehigh, we also see a pioneering spirit. lts willingness and ability to push forward the
frontiers is making a major contribution to the future health and popularity of theatre,

IS

N, an exhibition of work by Kneehigh artists at Falmouth Art Gallery,

September 20th Octebel 18th.

a

e R During 1998 a world premier co-production with the Royal National Theatre of
new Nlck Dal ke play called The Riot, based on the events in Cornwall of a hundred years ago

which became known as the Newlyn Riots.

Also ... this summer ...

KNEEHIGH, |

_.KNEEHIGHTHEATREI

- TELLIN G TAI
WHO THREV
THE DAY AW\Y Touring from .]anuary to

March 1998

T-shirts Large £8.50 Posters - A2 size £2.00
T-shirts Small £6.50 Postcards 30p
Calendar £6.50

Available at the show or by mail order from 14 Walsingham Place, Truro,
TR1 2RP. Please add £1.50 for postage.

neehigh is a Registered Charit




