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Kneehigh Theatre

Kneehigh is celebrated as one of Britain's
most exciting touring theatre companies. Itisa
company of some twenty years' standing with a
reputation for vigorous, inventive and popular
work that owes a considerable debt to its home
base in Cornwall, not least to strong local
traditions of oral storytelling that exist in a part

of Britain steeped in myth and folklore.

The company creates vigorous, popular
theatre for a broad spectrum of audiences,
using a multi-talented group of performers,
directors, designers, sculptors and media to
make new and accessible forms of theatre with
themes that are universal and local, epic and
domestic, touching audiences across

boundaries of age and nationality.

WHAT GIRLS NEED

Shoes as red as wounds
That's what | want

Not an orange hue

Or vermilion pink

But Red Red Red
Kicking under my bed.

Sensible footwear

Is just too hard to bear.
Shoes as Red as desire
That's what | crave

No glass slippers for me

That turn to skin at the midnight hour

Shoes that bleed
That's what | need.

Forbidden fruit

Let me taste

Pandora's Box

Just a waste!

Shoes that blush

Heels as sharp as throns
Soles that with

The Devil have Danced

That's what Girls need.

Anna Maria Murphy




SYNOPSIS

There was once a girl whose mother had died.

In her grief she finds a tin of red paint and paints her
feet.

She is at peace with herself and the world.

Our girl with her strange and painted feet is all alone,

but so complete.

One day there comes by an Old Lady, who, seeing
this poor child, takes her in. The Old Lady scrubs the
paint from her feet, changes her clothes and teaches
her manners.

But her feet were still bare.

The Old Lady calls for the Shoemaker who furnishes
The Girl with a beautiful pair of red shoes.

Are they black ‘'Asks the Old Lady, as blind as a
bat.

Yes' replies our Girl.

‘Then let us go to church.’

Outside the church, The Girl meets a soldier. He is
clearly drawn to her shoes.

'What beautiful Red Shoes' he whispers.

Inside the church The Preacher is furious at The
Girl's choice of footwear and sends her back outside
where The Soldier waits. Again, he breathes,

'What beautiful red shoes. Dancing shoes'.

Our Girl starts to dance but is caught by the Old
Lady. She doesn't seem to want to stop and the Old
Lady has to wrestle the shoes from her feet.

‘We will put them away and you must never look at

them again'.

Time passes. The Old Lady becomes very ill. But our

heroine cannot stop thinking of her Red Shoes. She

finds them, sneaks out of the house and begins to dance...

She dances to The Soldier. He has been to war and is
injured. She triesto comfort him but her pounding feet
trigger his memories and send him away. Distraught
she tries to take the Red Shoes off, but they are stuck fast -
dancing still.

She dances to the church to beg for help but is turned away
by an Angel who curses her for her vanity.

She sees the 0ld Lady's funeral. Unaware that she has died,
The Girl tries to grieve - but she dances on unable to stop.

She dances all the way to the Butcher's door, her breath
fast, her feet sore. She begs him to chop off her feet, to rid
her of her Red Shoes - and he, seeing her plight, obliges. - '
Still at last, the Butcher sends her away on a pair of

wooden feet he has made for her.

Oh dear, our Girl's troubles are not at an end. The severed
feet, still trapped in the Red Shoes, come to life and haunt
The Girl. They fly round her head and stop her from entering
the church to beg for forgiveness.

Mad with repentance, her prayers are finally heard and The
Angel reappears. 'Come with me, ' he breathes, 'Heaven.'
She has a choice. Forgiveness, acceptance and death or
life.

A vicious fight ensues as Our Girl wrestles with both The
Angel and the haunted feet.

She wins. She chooses life. She walks through the

audience and into her future.

John Surman

N - B2
Age: 56

The Old Lady / The Preacher's Wife
EXA [fBELZE

Luis Santiago

HmAHT - ETRITX
Age: 38

The Soldier / The Shoemaker
TR [EF




Bec Applebee
D& - B oREE

Age: 35

The Girl
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“splendidly gruesome... Electric”
“its vision is gigantic”

The Independent on Sunday
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‘their magic makes the theatre crackle with the heat of

obsession’
“a thrilling and unnerving piece of theatre’
Evening Standard
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"delirious, witty, macabre"
"subverts theatrical convention”
The Guardian
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“theatrical magic"
“the audience was an ocean of teary sniffles”
The Times
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“giddy, grisly and gorgeous”

The Observer
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“a vengeful tale, witty, dizzy, camp and cathartic piece of

storytelling theatre. A show to die for."
The Guardian
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Shanghai Dramatic Arts Centre (288 An Fu Lu, Shanghai)
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