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In Cornwall in 1980,a village school teacher began running theatre
workshopsin his spare time.In due course a mixture of people

becameinvolved: a farmer, the sign writer from Tesco, several

   
  

  
  
     

  
   
  

  

     

  
  
   
   

 

students, a thrash guitarist from a local band,an electrician... eeeeee
no actors, nobody who had beentrained. The workshops took eae
placein the spirit of cheerful anarchy and casually slipped into NETSEnterets

performance,andfinally the production of shows. Cements

There were no theatresor arts centres in Cornwall; Kneehigh Designer
created theatre for families in locations within their communities, eredteaPda
village halls, marquees, harbour sides... and less conventional regTle
places. They created theatre oncliff-tops,in preaching pits and eyeees
quarries, amongst gunpowderworksand arsenic wastes, up Mechanical Sculptor
raceMieMYLA-1eMAUR ELUM UL=Ccaen alNye N-Uae ROU1c- yells
woodland footpaths end. Macey

; Production Manager
CRIM UN-PEDeLAR OceanOR AL-tlrttm aCmeleam Be]oleLe-Ldlel Wntyters
for creating vigorous and populartheatre for audiences athletes
throughout the UK and beyond. The companynowfindsitself Wardrobe/Props
celebrated as oneof Britain’s most exciting touring theatre ee)oS)
companies.It creates vigorous, popular theatre for a broad Set Construction
spectrum of audiences, using a multi-talented group of eyedeta eVtcc)      

  

performers,directors, designers, sculptors, engineers,

musicians and writers. It uses a wide range of art forms
and mediaasits‘tool kit’ to make new and accessible
forms of theatre. A spontaneoussenseof risk and
adventure producesextraordinary dramatic results.
Themesare universal and local, epic and domestic.
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AKneehigh & Bristol Old Vic Co-Production

Runningtime — two hours and 20 minutesincluding interval
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Stage Manager/Animator Fay Powell-Thomas
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Asachild(thisis true), ’d spend many hours up a tree at the bottom ofthe garden.
Whenit wasin leaf anyone below couldn'ttell whether! was up there or not;! wasina

world of my own awayfrom parents and siblings.It was from that tree that watched
the ‘Goosewoman’.| never knew what she wascalled but she was squat and moved

fast, close to the ground, swishinga stick. Christmas was coming, the goose were

getting fat, andit was at this

time of year, as an eight-year-

old boy, that | witnessed the

deep,dark stuff of nightmares.
Out from the goose shed came
the Goosewoman.| remember

her dressed ina fadedblue

thick canvas apron, fat goose

gripped firmly under her arm

andasmall chopperin her hand.

She madeherwayto an upright

post, positioned the goose —

whose neck waved innocuously

this way and that — untilit

lined up, for an instant, above the post. Ina flash the chopperflew andits head fell.

Blood everywhere and | clungto the comforting branch which | straddled.Then,in my

shockedstate, with a child’s logic, | decided that something had to be doneto dispel

this living horrorjust outside the comfort of myfamily garden.| stuffed a hessian sack

(this is true), with dead leaves and newspaper, sneaked a box of matches from the

mantelpiece, setfire to the sack of combustibles, opened the goose shed door,

threw inthe sack, slammed the doortight shut, and ran.| ran from one end of St Austell

to the other — this was in the days whenStAustell had two ends and a heart in the

middle — until | found myself inthe middle of the woods: Menacuddle Woods.There|

hid as darknessfell, staring at
my Hopalong Cassidy watch.

I stayed until midnight, the

witching hour, the hour when

time stands still, when time

starts again, when, hopefully,

there can be anew beginning.

Then! made myway home, the

deed done, the hour passed.

Hometo worried parents, an

ear-clipping policeman, anda

scowling Goosewoman.

Whyhave| revealed this secret

from the past?I’m satina

reflective mood around the dying embersof our fire pit at the Kneehigh barns. We’ve

just finished a period of ‘play’ with the story of Hansel & Gretel.It’s a dark, elemental

story:the children abandonedin the dark forest, and the old witch enticing them into

the horrors of houses wherechildren are cooked and eaten!

Of course these darkfairytales connectus to the darkfears of childhood:The

terrifying realisation thatlife is finite; that there is a world to step into without home,

withoutparents.This is connected to that time at thetop of the tree at the bottom of

the garden looking up at the sky, and grappling with the conceptofinfinity, the void!

Mike Shepherd

Nowin their 30th year, Kneehigh Theatre

is one of our great British institutions.

Staying loyal to their base in Cornwall

but laudedinternationally, the expertly

conceived and beautifully crafted worlds

they create continue to confirm that they

are true mastersoforiginality. Every nook

and crannyof their showsare artworks

in themselves,every performance a

magical journeyinto a place you didn’t

know could exist... and so we’re really

excited to have their wonderfulre-telling

of Hansel & Gretel with us at Southbank

Centre this Christmas. We hope you

enjoyit.

Jude Kelly

Southbank Centre Artistic Director

 



JOANNA HOLDEN (GRETEL)
Joanna's theatre includes Queen Bee (North East
Theatre Consortium), Venetian Twins (The Bolton

Octagon) and Cirque du Soleil’s Varekai.Joanna was
a founder memberofThe Northern Stage Ensemble
performing in A Clockwork Orange, Elmur McCurdy,
Romeo andJuliet, Edmond, Play,A Ballroom of

Romance,Pinochio,Animal Farm and The Elves and

The Shoemaker. She has also worked at the Bush
Theatre, NationalTheatre, Royal Court, Sheffield

Crucible, Perth Repertory, Soho Theatre (nominated
most outstanding newcomer), Riverside Studios, Gate

Theatre, Tristan Bates Theatre,Tricycle Theatre, Polka

Theatre, Gilded Balloon and with Vtol dance company,
Cartoon DeSalvo,Told by an Idiot and Ridiculismus.

CHRIS PRICE (HANSEL)
Theatre includes Oh What a Lovely War (Northern

Stage), Dan in Heartbreak Soup (The Empty Space),
Stanleyin BriefEncounter (Kneehigh), Oberon in
A MidsummerNight’s Dream (Shared Experience),
Sweeneyin Dealer’s Choice (Benchmark Productions),
Robert Zeinfield in Forget Me Knot (Benchmark

Productions), Chief Weaselin Windin the Willows (Take
6 Theatre) and Nick in To Be Someone(RSCFringe).
Television Includes Steve Mitchell in Badger (BBC).

CARL GROSE (WRITER/FATHER/WITCH)
Carl has worked as performeronthe following
Kneehigh Theatre productions: The King ofPrussia,
Strange Cargo, Wagstaffe the Wind-up Boy, Nights at
the Circus, Cymbeline, and Blast!:A Cornish Exposé,
Don John.His writing for Kneehigh includes Quick
Silver, Tristan & Yseult, The Bacchae(co-written
with Anna Maria Murphy) and Cymbeline. Carl has
also writtenforTold by an Idiot, BBC Radio and

the National Theatre. He co-founded the Cornish
company o-region. Recent plays include Superstition
Mountain for o-region and Grand GuignolforThe
Drum Theatre, Plymouth.

EDITH TANKUS (MOTHER/THEBIRD)
Edith Tankustrained at LEcoleJacques Lecog, and
LEcole Phillipe Gaulierin Paris and Concordia University
in Montreal. She is co-founder and co-artistic directorof
MagpyeTheatre,Toronto. For Kneehigh she performed
Wondernurseat BatterseaArts Center and played the
title role of Rapunzel at Southbank Centre’s Queen
Elizabeth Hall, on a UK tourand on Broadway.Other

work included her award-winning solo shows Hurricane
Gertyand NotYet,AtAll which toured theatres and
schools throughout Canada and the US.Herdirectorial
debut, Nearly Lear, is touringthrough Canada,the US,
Australia and United Kingdom — includingthe New
Victory on Broadway,the Kennedy Center, Washington
and the Sydney Opera House.She’s workedwith Circus
Remedy,collaborated on the Gemini-award winning film
Tucked into Bedlam and hasperformedin a wide range
of television and theatre.Sheis currently working on
an adaptation of Cinderella whichwill be premiering in
Toronto inthe Autumnof 2011.

BENJI BOWER (WILHELM/MUSICIAN)
Benji is a composer/multi instrumentalist/producer
and founding memberof Unforscene, UFS productions
and BowerBrothersInc..Theatre Credits include Papa
Please Get the Moon For Me and We're GoingOn a Bear
Hunt,(Bristol Old Vic/Travelling Light), Aesop’s Fables
(Bristol Old Vic/Scamp), Stickman (ScampTheatre),
Strange Case (Bristol Old Vic/Pervasive Media), Ugly
duckling (Travelling Light), and City ofOne and Jollity
Farm (Myrtle Theatre).TV Credits include composingfor
Cultofa Suicide Bomber (Channel 4), Comics Britannia
and RudeBritannia (BBC4), and Blown Apart (BBC2).
Benji has worked for Kudos & Tru Thoughts, and has
been asession musician for Alice Russel, Bonobo,

Hundred Strong, Ben Westbeach,and Troubleman.

™

TJ HOLMES (JOHANN/MUSICIAN)
TJ hails from Cornwall. He beganhis musical
career as achorister at Westminster Cathedral.
He trained at Central School of Speech and Drama.
Recent Theatre credits include SpendSpend Spend!
(Watermill),As You Like/t (DirTim Supple, MD Nitin
Sawhney, Curve Theatre), Cider with Rosie and
MerchantofVenice (Theatre Royal, Bury St Edmunds),
World Cup Final 1966 (Beggars Belief & BAC), Paulo
Coehlo’s TheAlchemist(National Tour), The Chimes
(Southwark Playhouse), Hot House(TeatroVivo),
Rumpelstiltskin (Quirk), Dracula (Scary Little Girls),
Axefor the Frozen Sea (Bedlam), The Little Prince

(Streetwise Opera), The GovernmentInspector
(Miracle), and The Jew ofMalta (Hall for Cornwall).
TVand Film credits include Doc Martin (ITV), A Rogue
& a Patriot (Channel5), Harry Hill’s Christmas Burp
(Channel4), and The Voyageofthe Mystery (Collective
Arts). Other work includes Composer/ MD Cider with
Rosie (Theatre Royal, Bury St Edmunds), and various
projects with Past Pleasures.

FAY POWELL-THOMAS
(STAGE MANAGER/ANIMATOR)
Fay graduated from Brighton University 2001 and
since then has been Stage Managing and Performing
with a variety of companies. As well as Hansel &
Gretel Fay toured with Kneehigh’s JourneyTo The
Centreofthe Earth. She hastoured extensively with

Shakespeare’s Globe throughout the UK and Europe
and also workswith Cornish dance companyCscape.

MIKE SHEPHERD(DIRECTOR)
Mike Shepherd started Kneehigh in 1980 and has
beeninvolved in almostevery project since. He
is an actor,director, teacher and, probably most
importantly, a theatre maker. Heis joint artistic

director with EmmaRice and director of the Asylum.

SIMON HARVEY(ASSISTANT DIRECTOR)
As wellas a performer, Simonis Kneehigh’s Assistant
Director working on recent Kneehigh showsincluding
Cymbeline, Rapunzel, BriefEncounter, Hansel &
Gretel and The Red Shoes. He has also performedin
Wagstaffe the Wind-Up Boy, Journey to the Centre
ofthe Earth, Tristan & Yseult and Blast!. In 2002 he

formed Truro based Theatre/film production company

o-refion with a numberof other collaboratorsfor

which hetakesonroleof Artistic Director,Recentwork
includes directing the touring show LaughingGas (by -
Carl Grose / Nick Darke) and producing and performing
in Superstition Mountain (by Carl Grose). He has also
producedthefeature films The MidnightDrives by
Mark Jenkin and WeekendRetreatby Brett Harvey.

IAN ROSS
(MUSICAL DIRECTOR/CO-COMPOSER)
lanis a multi-instrumentalist with around ten years

experience as a performer and composerranging
from NewYork fashion weekto the jazz world stage
at Glastonburyfestival. lan played with Bristol based
ska-hip-hop phenomenon Babyhead,the inimitable
high tea lovelies The Zen Hussies and manouche
collective Trio Bastouneanditssister project
Bartoune. For Kneehigh he has worked on Red Shoes,

Brief Encounter (WestEnd) and DonJohn.

MICHAEL VALE (DESIGNER)
For Kneehigh Michael has worked on The Asylum
Project, Cymbeline, Rapunzel and Fastburn. Since
leaving the Theatre Design Courseatthe Riverside
Studios (now the Motley Design Course), Michael

has designed the sets and costumesfor over 140
theatre and opera productions both in the UK and
abroad. Companieshe has workedwith include
The Royal Shakespeare Company,The National
Theatre, Manchester Royal Exchange,WestYorkshire
Playhouse,Sheffield’s The Crucible Theatre, Bristol
Old Vic, The Royal Opera House,English National
Opera, GlyndebourneFestival Opera, English Touring
Opera, Almeida Opera, English Touring Theatre, Told
by an Idiot, Warsaw’s Globe Theatre, Tokyo’s New
Galaxy, Antwerp de Vlaamse Opera and Los Angeles
Opera. He also works as a director.

ROB HIGGS (MECHANICAL SCULPTOR)
Rob makes mechanical machinesand things‘usually
out of old scrap and junk’. He says: ‘I like them to
show how excessiveorpointless mostof our use of
technologyis. Also| like them to break things or at
least squash them bit.’

SARAH WRIGHT (PUPPETRY CONSULTANT)
Sarah wasthe puppetry consultant for Kneehigh
Theatre’s BriefEncounter. As a puppeteer Sarah
has worked extensively with the Little Angel
Theatre; credits include Venus and Adonis (with
Royal Shakespeare Company),The Little Mermaid
and Jabberwocky.Othertheatre includes The
Tower, Planitarium Silo, Hotel (with Silo Theatre,

Amsterdam), Queen ofSpades(with Green Ginger
and the Welsh National Opera) and Fish Clay
Perspex (with Faulty Optic). As a director Sarah has
worked on Cupid and Psyche and Angelo (for The
Little Angel Theatre). As devisor and consultant,
Satyagraha (Improbable Theatre) ComedyofErrors
and Arabian Nights (Royal Shakespeare Company).
Sarah is also a puppetry tutor at Central Schoolof
Speech and Drama.

JASON BARNES(SOUND DESIGNER)
Sound Engineer on Rapunzel for Kneehigh Theatre
(UKtour and adaptation for the New VictoryTheatre NYC).
For Bristol Old Vic:Aesop’s Fables(Bristol, Edinburgh

Festival and International Tour), The Three Musketeers,

The ImportanceofBeing Earnest, The BarberofSeville,

Tamburlaine (Bristol and Barbican), The Odyssey
(Bristol, Liverpool and WestYorkshire Playhouse),
Arcadia, Private Peaceful (Bristol and tour), Beasts
and Beauties, Paradise Lost, Up the FeederDown the

Mouth and BackAgain, OneLove(Bristol and Lyric
Hammersmith),A Streetcar NamedDesire, Blues

Brother, Soul Sisters. Other theatre includes Mrs

Warren’s Profession (Bath Theatre Royal and UK Tour);
Quadrophenia (Plymouth Theatre Royal and UKTour);
Enjoy (Bath Theatre Royal, UK Tour and West End);
Once Upona Time at the Adelphi, Noises Off, Dr Faustus ~
(Liverpool Playhouse); Home(Bristol Old Vic Studio).

Nights atthe Circus, Rapunzel, The Bacchae, 3
The Wooden Frock, Pandora’s Box,The RedShoes,
The Itch andRogerSalmon. Other Composingand
Performanceincludes The Winter’s Tale, Romeoand
Juliet (Shakespeare's Globe); The Odyssey and Philip
Pullman's Aladdin(Bristol Old Vic);Absurdia (Donmar);
Clown, Cloudland, The Stones(Travelling Light); and
productionsfor Welfare State International, Horse and
BambooTheatre and ContactTheatre.

MIKE GUNNING (LIGHTING DESIGNER)
Mike has worked extensively in the UK and abroad
with directors including David Alden, Tom Cairns,

Robert Carson, Greg Doran,Ed Hall, Richard Jones,
lan Judge, Sam Mendes,JonathanMiller, Elijah Mo

Shinsky, Adrian Noble,Trevor Nunn and Deborah

Warner. He haslit many productionsfor English
National Operaincluding /l Trovatore, Ernani,
Rigoletto, StJohn Passion,Tristan andIsolde,

and La Bohéme.Other opera workincludes Eugene
Onegin and Don Giovanni(British Youth Opera) and
ManonLescautand Fedora (Holland Park Opera).
Mike hasalsolit for the Royal Shakespeare Company
on tour productions including RichardIII, Twelfth
Night, Henry V and The BlueAngel, whilst other
theatre work includes The Wizard OfOz (Southbank
Centre’s Royal Festival Hall), The Brothers Size
(Actors Touring Company), TheJewofMalta and Aunt
Dan and Lemon(Almeida),Julius Caesar (Barbican
Theatre and international tour), Medea (Broadway),
Tales From the Vienna Woods(OlivierTheatre,
National Theatre) and Kafka’s Monkey (YoungVic).

EMMARICE (CHOREOGRAPHER)
EmmaistheJoint Artistic Director of Kneehigh and for
them hasdirected The RedShoes, The Wooden Frock,
The Bacchae,Tristan & Yseult, Nights atthe Circus,

Cymbeline,A Matter ofLife and Death, Rapunzel and
BriefEncounter, whichplayed in the West End, toured

the UKand USA andis currently on Broadway.

PAUL CREWES (PRODUCER)
For Kneehigh Paul has worked as a produceron The
Bacchae, The WoodenFrock, Cymbeline, Rapunzel,
Don John, Asylum 2010 (The Red Shoes,Blast!, The

King ofPrussia). Other producing includes ForMetal;
working with SouthbankCentre Artistic Director
Jude Kelly on projects including the Olympic bid
for 2012 and, until July 2004, produceratthe West
Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds, wherehe set up over 40
Productions. Paul has also co-produced commercial
tours and West End transfers and has his own
company, producing Doorman (UKTour 2005).In
2007 Paul became Associate ProducerforThe Lowry,

Salford, producing King Cotton andFirefliesand
Beyondthe Frontline this year. 



‘insouciantbrilliance...
everyone wasspellbound’
(The Guardian on previous showTaoub)

Devised and directed by

Zimmermann & de Perrot, performed

by Groupe Acrobatique de Tangier

table fora seven to adult

entedin é ciation with Crying Out Loud

IMAGINE
SATURDAY 12 — SUNDAY 27 FEBRUARY2011

Join us fora fun-filled February at Imagine, where
musicians, storytellers, comedians, puppeteers

and dancers create our annual children’sfestival.

Featuring the best children’s authors, stand-up

comedian James Campbell, Dan Zanes’ pop

concertfor kids,12 cellos of the Berliner

Philharmoniker, the return of Bookworm

Babies and Long Nose Puppets new

show Penguin.

TICKETS 0844 847 9910
SOUTHBANKCENTRE.CO.UK

SOUTHBANK
CENTRE
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Looking for a present with a difference?

Helpus restore the magnificent 7,866

pipe organin the RoyalFestival Hall

by sponsoring apipe. In return, the

recipient will receive several benefits

including being kept up-to-date with the

restoration’s progress andaninvitation

to the celebratory performancesof2014.

Visit pulloutallthestops.org

for more information. 


