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L.ove haunts the forest. “,,

The dust has settled, and so has love. | love this production. It is one of those rare shows that is greater than

the sum of its parts. It has taken on a life, a universality that touches and

surprises me each time we perform it. As the story unfolds, | realise there

; Is not one person in that audience who doesn’t profoundly recognise

I'ime slips by something in the situation: to love someone that you shouldn't, to betray
someone you love, to be betrayed, to be left and most painful of all — to be
unloved. This suddenly is not an epic tale of grand romantic love, held at
arm’s length from our own experience, but a tender unravelling of love in
all its beautiful and painful forms. The chorus takes us through the piece,
a band of ‘love-spotters’, or the Unloved. These are the people who look
in on life, who are not chosen to play the starring role. These are at the
heart of this production, because, if we have all known love, we have also
known the opposite.

It is familiar, slow like mornings; sleepy like dusk.
The dust has settled and so has love.

Emma Rice Director




Summer 2003

Tristan & Yseult is co-commissioned by Nottinghamshire County Stages
and performed outside in Restormel Castle, Cornwall and Rufford Abbey,
Nottinghamshire.

Summer 2004
Tristan & Yseult is performed in the open air at The Minack Theatre and
The Eden Project, Cornwall.

Spring 2005

Tristan & Yseult is re-conceived for the Cottesloe: a collaboration between
Kneehigh Theatre and The National Theatre.

Autumn 2005

A major national tour of Tristan & Yseult visited venues such as The Lowry,
Birmingham Rep, Nottingham Playhouse, West Yorkshire Playhouse and
Bristol Old Vic.

Spring 2006
Tristan & Yseult visits Sydney Festival, the New Zealand International Arts
Festival, and Spoleto Festival in the USA.

Summer 2013
Tristan & Yseult, with a new cast and set, returns to three venues in the
UK before embarking on an international tour.




Milestones

A mile from Fowey stands the Tristan Stone. There the lovers, Tristan
and Yseult, were buried side by side and from their graves sprang two
plants, the wild hazel and the yellow honeysuckle, forever intertwined.
This milestone has stood since the 6th century. Is it possible to shift a
milestone?

The past informs the future and it's with a fresh wave of excitement that
we return to Tristan & Yseult, one of the world’s oldest stories.

A “milestone” show in the company’s history which took us from the
epic outdoors of Restormel Castle, the Minack and Eden in Cornwall, to
the National Theatre and then onward, across the seas to Australia and

America. At its heart the show will remain the same, but in true Kneehigh
form, it will have to shift slightly. We need to reflect our understanding of
the world now, and our understanding of love now.

Coincidentally (or perhaps not) rehearsals for this relaunch of Tristan &
Yseult started with a party at the Kneehigh barns to celebrate a milestone
birthday of my own. It was a wild and wonderful celebration of Kneehigh -
past, present and future fused into one. Generations of family and friends
feasted in sunshine and danced ‘til dawn in the light of a full moon, it was
the perfect way to return afresh to the world’s greatest love story.

As we start to tell this story again | hear that the Tristan Stone is to be
moved to make way for a Wainhomes housing estate. Is this a myth?
Surely it can’t be true. Some milestones should never be moved.

Mike Shepherd Founder & Joint Artistic Director 2013




Kneehigh are a UK based theatre company with a local, national and
international profile. For aver 30 years Kneehigh have created vigorous,
popular and challenging theatre and continue to perform with the joyful
anarchy that audiences have come to expect from this ground-breaking
company.

Kneehigh tell stories. Based in Cornwall, in breath-taking barns on the
south coast, the company create theatre of humanity on an epic and tiny
scale. They work with an ever-changing ensemble of performers, artists,
technicians, administrators, makers and musicians and are passionate
about their multi-disciplined creative process.

In 2010 Kneehigh launched The Asylum, a beautiful and flexible
nomadic structure, which means the company now has a venue to call
home as well as being one of the leading touring theatre companies in
the UK. The company have now presented three seasons in The Asylum
in Cornwall, and will continue to reinvent the space and explore new
locations in future years

Alongside their national and international touring and Asylum
seasons, Kneehigh run their Connections programme aiming to
engage creatively with communities in Cornwall and beyond through event
and adventure.




Picture this country
etched on a map.

Then regard what you see
as nothing but crap.
Forget what you’ve been
taught or think you know:

The centre of everything’s

here - Kernow

Whitehands
Tristan
King Mark
Frocin
Yseult
Brangian

Musicians

Rope pullers

Carly Bawden
Tristan Sturrock
Mike Shepherd
Giles King
Patrycja Kujawska
Craig Johnson
Stu Barker

lan Ross

Lizzy Westcott
Myke Vince
Robert Luckay
Gareth Charlton

Director and Adaptor
Writers

Composer & MD
Designer

Lighting Designer

Sound Designer
Associate Sound Designer
Producer

Production Manager
Company Stage Manager
Technical Stage Manager
Lighting Operator
Sound Operator

Props and Puppet Maker
Costume Supervisor
Costume Assistant

Emma Rice

Carl Grose

Anna Maria Murphy
Stu Barker

Bill Mitchell
Malcolm Rippeth
Gregory Clarke
Helen Atkinson
Paul Crewes

David Harraway
Steph Curtis

Aled William Thomas
Ben Nichols
Jonathan Jones
Sarah Wright

Ed Parry

Ruth Shepherd




Gareth Charlton
Training

tour), The Tamir
racker! (U

lheatre R
P'\."i £

r with Kneehigh over
Rapur

'K N

LM &

on (UK tou

d Iris in Black D JC Radio ¢ s
Iris in Black C writing for Kneehigh inol < Silver, Tristan & )

=] y\ 4 i = i '
; el I I, Cymb and Hansel & ( 2|, Carl has alsc




; ) Hanged, Ga : Horse Piss for Blood. .’" 1 Rabert Luckay
Bristol Old Vic, the National and the RS( ! Versic Training: Unive Of Arts in Bratislava, Slove
(Complicite); Mu |d| in The H of Robin Ho
0 Theatre); A Matter Of Life And Death (N L‘I Th—utre and »( 1
ohnson (RSC and Kneehic =ric n Per - Adam in Man

=

national and international indoor and iR € ia Es uterrain, an internati

Rachael and The KmJ of Pruss
in the original Tristan & Yseult

worked for C
Little
Shoe F




N with K ] n John {in ion with the F amt >0-dire with Emma Mike is curr

kin, Th




Kneehigh

Joan Miro

Kneehigh is celebrated as a bold and big-hearted theatre company
committed to creating transporting, inventive and entertaining theatre for
all. But it can sometimes be tricky to reach the ‘all’ we dream of. Many
people have barriers to hurdle before they can share our wondrous fun.

These can be financial, social or cultural and we want to break them down.

Our Connections Programme continues our proud tradition of working
with communities in our home county. Lead artist Anna Maria Murphy and
the team walk along the cliffs and carns, collect stories, and hold ‘pop-up’
events in communities with little access to the arts. Working with a variety
of voluntary and social organisations we reach out to people of all walks
of life.

Explore the streets, beach and cliffs of Perranporth and hear local stories
collected and retold by Tristan & Yseult writer Anna Maria Murphy. Funny,
entertaining and moving, the stories create a brilliantly different ‘map’ of
the area. Go Rambling round the town and hear about woollen wetsuits,
surfing on coffin lids, and a boy who stuck his finger in a light bulb
socket... Scan below or search ‘Kneehigh Rambles’ in the app store for

your free download
E :F E The Connections Programme is supported by
T |j_... P the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, The Joyce Carr
L] -- iI-

Doughty Charitable Trust, FEAST, West Cornwall
Youth Trust and Rob & Jane Hartley, alongside
donations made by members of the Kneehigh
Family and bookers for Asylum seasons

Kneehigh

We want to be a beacon of pleasure, welcoming people from all walks of
life. With your support we can continue to create brave and extraordinary
theatre, hold the magical Asylum seasons and lead the Connections
Programme.

For just £2.50 a month you can join the Kneehigh Friends Scheme and
unlock a treasure trove of treats, including exclusive information, priority
booking and special events.

Visit www.kneehigh.co.uk, call 01872 267910

or emalil friends@kneehigh.co.uk

for more information.

Money can't
buy you love, but it
can help us share our
work with more people.

To make a donation

text
10




We would like to thank all of our generous donors, especially treasured
members of the Kneehigh Family:
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